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“Out of the Public School Grows The Greatness of the Nation”

-Mark Twain

"The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision.”

—Helen Keller
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Dear HKMS Families,

On my first day as the Helen Keller Middle School principal, I wanted to take a moment to introduce

myself and let you know what to expect of me as the leader of our beautiful school.   I was born and

raised in a suburb of Boston (as a long suffering Red Sox fan) and graduated from Moravian College

in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania where I met my amazing wife Megan (a proud Yankees fan).  After

college, we settled in Connecticut as I pursued my masters in education from the University of New

Haven and Megan became an art teacher (and later a school technology integration specialist).  I

spent my formative teaching years as a social studies teacher at JRMS in Redding.  Once I decided to

pursue a doctorate in educational leadership my inspirational daughter, Cassidy, was born, and as

children often do, she improved my life in every way. Shortly after her birth, I was fortunate enough

to be selected as an administrator in New Canaan, applying and honing my leadership practices and

core beliefs in a highly successful middle school.

As I enter my 24
th

year as a middle school educator, I am humbled, honored, and very excited to take

the helm of Helen Keller Middle School.   This is a return to home, having taught in ER9 for over 12

years and I have always admired the wonderful school community and academic achievements

associated with HKMS.  By all measures, HKMS continues to have all the practices and talent

associated with a highly successful middle school, and I envision leading our learning community  to

even higher levels of achievement in the coming months and years.

This vision will be achieved by inspiring others to understand my core belief that all students,

regardless of ability or circumstance, will thrive academically, socially, and emotionally if

intentionally challenged and properly supported. This belief comes from over two-and-a-half

decades of working closely with middle level students, their teachers, and their families.  It comes

from understanding how radically children develop during these years (besides birth-to-three,

children develop more in the middle school years than at any other point in their lives). It comes from

incorporating the instructional practices and techniques that foster incredible levels of growth, often

over short periods of time.  It comes from witnessing and guiding students through the joys,

challenges, and struggles all middle schoolers go through.  It comes from celebrating the

http://www.helenkellerps.org/


accomplishments of students of all abilities.  We can look no further than our name sake, Dr. Keller

herself, and what she was able to accomplish in her lifetime to see the truth in this belief.

I feel it is my sacred duty to work every day to lead students, teachers, and families to understand

each student's potential and ultimately realize this vision for HKMS.  It is not easy, as nothing

worthwhile is, and there is no more important work in this world than educating our children.

Over the next few weeks and months, I look forward to getting to know each of you and your children

well.  I am hoping we will be able to plan an in-person “coffee and...” in conjunction with the PTO.

Until then, please feel free to fill out the form linked here, follow me on Twitter (@HKMS_easton) or

to contact me directly at any point.

Sincerely,

Steven Clapp, Ed.D.

Principal

HKMS

360 Sport Hill Rd, Easton, CT 06612

(203) 268-8651

sclapp@er9.org

@HKMS_easton

helen_keller_middle_school

Helen Keller Middle School

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhxCnb66_W0Iy_mtxrOQQefXxnqT1qWF48TkaSusTCle9-bQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

